
 

Updated: 01/17 

 
 

Three Square Food Bank Core Data 
 

Southern Nevada Hunger Facts 

 
 One in seven Southern Nevadans struggles with hunger – that’s more than 296,0001 people 

in our community who are food insecure, which includes more than 117,000 children. 
 During the 2015-16 school year, more than 62 percent of Clark County School District (CCSD) 

students were enrolled in free or reduced-price meal programs – that’s more than 207,0002 
students. 

 One in four children in Southern Nevada live in households that are food insecure. 
 

Three Square Facts 

 
 Three Square works with a service network of approximately 1,300 community partners 

including nonprofit and faith-based organizations, schools, government agencies and businesses to 

reach struggling individuals and families at risk for hunger. 

o This includes approximately: 170 child meal sites, 260 schools, 145 retail partners, 440 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) sites and approximately 370 agency food 
programs.   

 The Three Square network serves more than 137,000 individuals monthly. 
o More than 54,000 of those individuals are children. 
o More than 19,000 of those individuals are seniors.  

 Last fiscal year, Three Square distributed more than 40 million pounds of food and grocery 

product. 

o This is the equivalent of more than 33 million meals. 
 Since its inception, Three Square has distributed more than 222 million pounds of food, which 

is the equivalent of more than 185 million meals.  
 In the past year, Three Square has sourced more than 13 million pounds of food from retailers 

that is delivered immediately to nonprofits and faith based organizations who distribute food on the 
front lines. That is the equivalent to more than 11 million meals.  

 Approximately forty percent of Three Square’s food distribution is made up of fresh produce. 
 Three Square is Southern Nevada’s only food bank and the area’s largest hunger-relief organization. 

While most of Three Square’s work is done in Las Vegas, the organization serves residents in four 
counties: Clark, Lincoln, Nye and Esmeralda. 

 For every dollar, Three Square can provide three meals. 
 94 cents of every dollar goes directly to providing food to people in need. 
 Three Square was established in 2007 as a national food bank model project inspired by founder 

Eric Hilton with a grant provided by the Conrad N. Hilton Foundation.  
 Three Square is a member of Feeding America, the largest network of food banks in the nation. 
 Three Square is one of only two food banks in Nevada. 
 Three Square’s Culinary Council features the valley’s most esteemed chefs and culinary 

professionals, who have demonstrated their commitment to solving hunger in our community 
through participation in annual fundraising events, Restaurant Week, volunteerism, monetary and 
food donations, and hunger advocacy.  

o Serving as Honorary Chair of the Culinary Council is prestigious restaurateur, Elizabeth Blau. 

                     
1The findings result from Feeding America’s “Map the Meal Gap” study, which provides estimates on the rate of food insecurity at the county and congressional district level for 
the entire nation.  
 
2 This number is derived from the total kids enrolled through Clark County School District.  

http://www.feedingamerica.org/mapthegap
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Childhood Program Facts 

 
 The BackPack for Kids Program currently assists approximately 250 schools, with nearly 

6,500 children receiving supplemental weekend meals each week. In the 2015-2016 school year, 
more than 190,000 bags were distributed. 

 In 2015 Three Square extended the BackPack for Kids program throughout the summer to continue 
to provide weekend meals for hungry children. 

 Currently, Kids Cafe® serves 208 after-school programs, including After School All Stars, 21st 
Century Community Learning Centers and Safekey. Kids Cafe® provides, on average, more than 
27,000 meals per week and is a program of Feeding America.  In the 2015-2016 school year, more 
than 1.2 million Kids Cafe® meals were distributed. 

 Three Square’s FaVE! Program, which stands for the Fruit and Vegetable Experience, aims to 
expand children’s palates by introducing them to a variety of fruits and vegetables they are not 
accustomed to eating.  Currently, Three Square hosts FaVE! sessions at 42 schools around the 
Valley.  

 Meet Up and Eat Up, also known as the Summer Food Service Program (SFSP), provides free 
meals to children when school is not in session during the summer months.  Through this program, 
Three Square served more than 320,000 meals in 2016 and provided meals at more than 90 
sites across the valley such as, recreation centers, libraries, The Boys and Girls Club and The YMCA.  

o In 2016, Meet Up and Eat Up expanded the SNAP Ed funded activity sites to six sites offering 
free, fun summer activities to children in a safe environment, in addition to providing meals 
for breakfast and lunch. 

o Thanks to a partnership between Three Square and Share our Strength, Three Square 
launched its first mobile meal distribution. Using refrigerated vans, Three Square was able to 
provide meals at 16 apartment complexes on two routes reaching more than 400 
additional kids per day. 

 During the 2015-2016 school year and the 2016 summer, Three Square’s childhood nutrition 
program provided more than 2.2 million meals. This includes more than 760,000 BackPack 
for Kids meals, more than 1.2 million Kids Cafe® meals and more than 320,000 Meet Up and 
Eat Up meals.  

 Forty-three percent of nutrition services provided to children in Three Square’s network are 
through BackPack for Kids, Kids Cafe® and Meet Up and Eat Up.  
 

Good 2 Go – Three Square’s Vended Meal Program  

 
 Launched in 2014, Good 2 Go provides healthy, nutritious and appetizing lunch and breakfast 

options to charter and private schools through vended meals.  

 All proceeds from Good 2 Go will go directly to Three Square to support our mission. 
 Over the last three years the vended meal program has grown exponentially. Today we are serving 

freshly prepared meals to 15 locations and more than 3,000 students per day.  
 Healthy food equals better academic performance. Good 2 Go provides nutritious meals that taste 

good, and are presented in fun packaging. Lunch items are selected from a menu of 30 options that 

are updated regularly.  

Senior Program 

 
 Launched in 2010, the Senior Share Program serves community partners and distributes to more 

than 1,200 seniors twice a month.  
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 Senior Share provides a supplemental box of groceries to seniors over the age of 60 living with 
chronic conditions, like diabetes and hypertension. The easy-to-carry box consists of nutritious 
items including whole grains, lean protein and fresh produce.   

 More than 28,000 boxes were distributed in 2015.  
 Since its inception, Three Square’s Senior Share program has distributed more than 110,000 

Senior Share boxes. 
 

Mobile Pantry Program (Grocery Giveaway) 

 
 Three Square’s School Mobile Pantry Program provides a monthly opportunity for low-income 

families to receive assistance in the form of 22 pound bags of non-perishable food items, 
bags of fresh produce, and snacks, as well as the opportunity to sign up for free or reduced-
price medical care, vision care, dental care, SNAP, and EAP (Energy Assistance Program).  

 During the 2015-2016 school year, nearly one million pounds of food, the equivalent of more 
than 850,000 meals, were distributed by more than 1,200 volunteers at schools across Las Vegas. 
Forty-two percent of the groceries given away consisted of fresh produce. 

 More than 102,000 people were served through the School Mobile Pantry Program during the 
2014-2015 school year.  

 
SNAP Program (Benefits Outreach)  

 
 Since 2010, Three Square has provided outreach to identify eligible Southern Nevada households 

and assist them with applying for and receiving Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) 
benefits, formerly known as food stamps. 

 Three Square brought more than $8 million dollars in SNAP federal benefits to Southern 
Nevada in 2015. That equates to nearly 6,500 eligible households who were provided with 
assistance. Three Square also stimulated the economy by more than $10 million dollars. 3 

 From assistance provided by Three Square, participating families were able to purchase more than 
2.2 million meals through the SNAP program in 2015. 

 Established in August 2013, The Three Square Center is a call center for individuals seeking 
assistance with the SNAP application, as well as utility help with the Energy Assistance Program, 
National Lifeline phone program, and referrals to program partners for other assistance programs 
such as foreclosure prevention, food pantries, meal programs and healthcare coverage. The number 
for the Three Square Center is 702-765-4030. 

 SNAP Program volunteers are provided free job training, helping those who are in need of 
employment increase their chances of getting hired and in turn, helping these individuals get back 
on their feet during times when they need it most.  

 
Volunteerism 

 
 In Three Square’s first year, approximately 500 volunteers donated their time. 
 Last fiscal year, more than 137,000 volunteer hours were donated by nearly 26,000 caring 

individuals, families, corporations and organizations. Businesses and groups make up a majority of 
Three Square’s new volunteers. 

o This is equivalent to 66 full-time employees. 
o Three Square receives approximately 1,000 visits from volunteers each week for service 

during morning, afternoon, evening and Saturday activities.  
 Assistance from volunteers provides a value to Three Square equal to $12.00 an hour. 
 Volunteers are a huge asset to Three Square, assisting with critical tasks, programs and special 

events including:  

                     
3 Derived from a USDA calculation of national economic impact of the SNAP program.  
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o Sorting and repackaging food at our warehouse 
o Filling backpacks with weekend food for children 
o Packaging meals for kids in after school programs 
o Helping out at special events, both on and offsite 
o Providing phone assistance to SNAP applicants in the Three Square Call Center  

 
Catering  

 

 Three Square offers first-rate event hosting opportunities for all occasions. Hosts can choose from a 

variety of delicious menu options and unique spaces that best meet their needs.  

 Our menus cover everything from a simple breakfast to a scrumptious buffet to an elegant three-

course meal.  

o Three Square can cater on-site or off-site.  

 Three Square has four meeting rooms for hosting up to 700 guests.  

 All proceeds from catering events will go directly back into funding Three Square’s mission. 

 For more information contact catering@threesquare.org 

 

Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR)  

 

 Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) is an off-site team building activity tailored to accommodate 

groups of all sizes. 

 Corporations can assist with the BackPack for Kids Program by integrating the activity of packing 

weekend bags into their next conference, meeting or training.  

 Partnering with Three Square creates a unique opportunity for organizations to work together as a 

team, while supporting local children facing hunger. 

 Upon completing the volunteer activity, Three Square will distribute the packed bags to 

approximately 250 schools, creating an immediate positive impact from their support. 

 All proceeds from the sessions will go back into funding the Three Square mission of putting 

nutritious meals into the community. 

 For more information contact bleeoh@threesquare.org  

 

Succeed & Feed 

 

 Succeed & Feed is Three Square’s in-house team building program that guarantees to educate, 

motivate and inspire groups who participate.  

 The program includes a two hour or four hour streamlined team building experience led by a trained 

communication model facilitator, incorporating competitive volunteer activities such as BackPack 

for Kids and Senior Share programs.  

 Groups will complete a communication-style assessment followed by a team-building activity.  

Breakfast, lunch and t-shirts are included.  The program will leave participants with long lasting, 

communication tools that can be applied in the professional and private realm.  

 All proceeds from the sessions will go back into funding the Three Square mission of putting 

nutritious meals into the community. 

 For more information contact teambuilding@threesquare.org 

 

 

mailto:catering@threesquare.org
mailto:bleeoh@threesquare.org
mailto:teambuilding@threesquare.org
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Sustainable Environment  

 Three Square continuously strives to capture new operating efficiencies in order to stretch resources 
for the benefit of pursuing a hunger-free community.  

 Three Square recycles nearly 200 tons of cardboard and more than three tons of plastic 
each year.  

 The warehouses are retrofitted with high efficiency lights such as LED lights and motion 

detector lights.  

 All non-consumable produce is composted to avoid filling landfills with waste.  
 Three Square maintains a fleet of 31 food delivery vehicles, and many will be replaced with cleaner 

and more fuel-efficient models.  
 In 2011, Three Square installed solar panels donated by NV Energy to help subsidize energy use.  
 Three Square was recognized as the Best Green Nonprofit by the Las Vegas Business Press in 

2013.  
 In 2016, The Las Vegas Business Press presented Chief Operating Officer Dan Williams with the, 

“Sustainability Executive of the Year” Green Award for improving the efficiency of Three 
Square's efforts in reducing food waste. 

 
 

How Can People Help? 
 Donate food 
 Volunteer time 
 Provide funding 
 Advocate on behalf of hunger relief  

 

How Can People Find Information? 
 Visit www.threesquare.org  
 Like us on Facebook: 

www.facebook.com/threesquarefoodbank  
 Follow us on Twitter (@threesquarelv) and 

Instagram (@threesquarelv) 
 

http://www.threesquare.org/
http://www.facebook.com/threesquarefoodbank

