
Blue-White Weekend 

Rookies to Watch: 

Penn State had a very successful recruiting season.  James Franklin signed 21 players for the 
2017 class and was ranked 15th in the country by some national ranking services.  Six of those 
players are ranked in the top 300 of all high school recruits in the country.  All the recruits 
were heavily recruited by other FBS schools. 

While those kids that signed their letter of intent on February 1, 2017, most of them are still 
attending high school.  Most of these newly signed players won’t be on the Penn State campus 
until the summer, about a week or two before preseason practice begins.  However, four of 
the recruits completed all the requirements to graduate from high school in December and 
are already on campus taking classes for the Spring Semester. 

The four players that officially joined the Penn State Program on January 9, 2017 are Five-star 
Clairton corner Lamont Wade, four-star receiver KJ Hamler, three-star guard/center Mike 
Miranda, and three-star linebacker Brelin Faison-Walden.  Expect only three of these players 
to play in the Blue-White game. 

Lamont Wade, Cornerback:  This 5’10”, 185# cornerback was electric while playing for 
Clairton HS.  He was the 2nd best player in Pennsylvania and considered the 5th best 
cornerback in the country.  When watching the Blue-White game, pay attention to this young 
man.  It is rare and under special circumstances that Penn State will play a true freshman 
during the season.  Wade is as close to a shoe in to play as a true freshman.  He is that good.  
James Franklin will try to get Wade on the field any way they can.  Wade is also football 
smart, so he will be able to learn other positions on the Nittany Lion squad.  He will be use on 
Special Teams as a gunner and possibly as a return man.  He could potentially play on both 
offense and defense.  Reports coming out of Lasch, he had hit the ground running in winter 
workouts and really bought into the strength and conditioning program. 

KJ Hamler, Wide Receiver:  Penn State always strikes out when trying to land players from 
IMG Academy in Bradenton, FL.  That was then, this is now.  James Franklin has worked hard 
in getting a pipeline into this school.  If an already outstanding football players wants to 
elevate his game, he transfers from his high school to attend IMG Academy.  The who’s who of 
NFL players have come from IMG Academy.  Hamler is that type of player.  Unfortunately, 
Hamler is rehabbing an ACL tear he suffered in his first game at IMG.  He missed his entire 
senior season and he will be sidelined at Penn State for his true freshman year, which will 
most likely cause him to redshirt.  He will benefit from a redshirt year as he rehabs his ACL 
under Dwight Galt, Strength and Conditioning coach. 

Mike Miranda, Offensive Guard:  When evaluating offensive line prospects, you want to see 
progression from year to year and in some cases, game to game.  Miranda showed 
improvement from his Junior Season to his Senior Season.  This 6’3”, 290#, four star guard has 
the physically and tools to contribute early.  However, Penn State now has the luxury of depth 
on the offensive line that it has not had in previous years.  Offensive Line Coach, Matt 
Limegrover will have Miranda ready to contribute from day one if there is a need to put him 



in the lineup, but expect him to be redshirted.  He will play in the Blue White game and 
everybody will get to see how he holds up against a more experienced defensive line. 

Brelin Faison-Waldon, Athlete:  This 6’1”, 200# athlete played Outside Linebacker in high 
school.  He was considered the 13th best player in North Carolina and the 28th best outside 
Linebacker.  Since enrolling early, he will have every chance to earn a spot on the field in 
September.  Is he a linebacker or a safety?  Brent Pry, Defensive Coordinator said he has not 
decided yet.  With both Malik Golden and Brandon Bell done at Penn State, he could start on 
Special Teams and prove to the staff that he should be starting as a Safety or Linebacker.  
Watch for him to turn some heads at the Blue-White game.


