
OTR FACTS CAMBRIA COUNTY 

i. In 1983, Johnstown was the location for the filming of “All the Right Moves”, starring Tom  
Cruise, Leah Thompson, and Craig T. Nelson. 

ii. Grandview Cemetery is one of Pennsylvania’s largest cemeteries. It also holds the 
remains of the 777 victims of the 1889 Johnstown Flood who were not identified. 

iii. In the early 1900’s Patton was home to Patton Clay Works. It’s bricks were used in 
construction of the Panama Canal and the “Patton Pavers” were used around the Eiffel 
Tower in Paris. 

iv. Bishop Carroll was the first Bishop in America. The town of Carrolltown is named after 
this religious leader. 

v. In November 1922, the Reilly Shaft No. 1 mine explosion occurred in Northern Cambria 
killing 78 coal miners. 

vi. One of the first buildings in Cresson was the Mountainhouse Hotel. It was built to attract 
visitors looking for clean air and therapeutic mineral springs. It was demolished in 1916. 

vii. Rear Admiral Robert Edwin Peary Sr, best known for traveling to the North Pole, was 
born in Cresson. 

viii. The town of Portage is named for the function of canal boats being lifted out of the water 
in Hollidaysburg, and placed onto railroad cars and “portaged” over the Allegheny 
Mountain. 

ix. Edgar Cortright, former director of the NASA Langley Research Center and Chairman of 
the Apollo 13 Review Board was born in Hastings. 

x. Boyd David “Buzz” Wagner, a WWII flying ace was born in Nanty Glo. 

xi. Charles Dickens visited Johnstown via the canal in 1842. 

xii. When the South Fork Dam broke causing the 1889 Flood an estimated 20 million tons of 
water spilled into the winding gorge that led to Johnstown. 

xiii. In 1901, General Electric Company built the first alternating current power plant in 
Ehrenfeld. 

xiv. Slinky toys used to be made from steel that was produced in Johnstown. 

xv. The Great Fire of 1915 destroyed many landmarks in Ebensburg. 

xvi. During World War II, a number of local mills were used to make bomb shells and 
German P.O.W.’s were used as labor. 



xvii. Cambria County is the second largest supplier of potatoes in the state. 

xviii. Alan Freed, the disc jockey credited with coining the phrase “Rock ‘n Roll was born in 
Johnstown in 1921. 

xix. Chris Columbus, director of Home Alone and Mrs. Doubtfire was born in Spangler in 
1958. (The town is now Northern Cambria) 

xx. Godfrey Wilmore, a former slave from Maryland, is believed to have founded the 
community of Wilmore. 

xxi. Vintondale was founded by Warren Delano, the maternal uncle of President Franklin 
Delano Roosevelt. 

xxii. The community of Revloc is celebrating its 150th anniversary. It is the backwards-
spelling of neighboring community Colver. 

xxiii. Coupon was originally a company town. Its name is derived from the practice of paying 
employees in scrip or coupons. 

xxiv. The All-American Amateur Baseball Association (AAABA) Tournament will return to 
Johnstown in August for its 73rd year. 

xxv. Johnstown’s Point Stadium was built in 1926. It held its first night game in 1930. And in 
1948 President Harry Truman delivered a speech at the stadium. 

xxvi.Babe Ruth, Lou Gehrig, Satchel Paige and Jackie Robinson once played at Johnstown’s 
Point Stadium. 

xxvii.The Pittsburgh Steelers held training camp in Johnstown during the 1987 NFL Strike. 

xxviii.46 players from the Johnstown Jets played in the National Hockey League. 

xxix.The Cambria County War Memorial was built in 1950. The arena has hosted political 
rallies with Presidents John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, George W. Bush, and Donald 
Trump.. 

xxx. The Rolling Mill Mine explosion in July 1902 led to the death of 112 miners in Johnstown. 
Most of them were immigrants from England, Poland, and Slovakia. 

xxxi.The Roxbury Bandell hosts concerts in Johnstown’s Roxbury Park. Built in 1939 during 
the Great Depression, it was a tribute to the strength of the Johnstown people. 

xxxii.Johnstown’s Point Stadium is named for its location. It is at the confluence of the Little 
Conemaugh, Stonycreek, and Conemaugh Rivers. 



xxxiii.Whitewater Park, Pennsylvania’s first set of constructed rapids, is located in the 
Stonycreer River at Greenhouse Park. 

xxxiv. The Benscreek Canoe and Kayak Club was established in 1970. 

xxxv.The Johnstown Symphony Orchestra was formed in 1929. 

xxxvi.Stackhouse park is a 277 acre nature park Westmont. It was a gift donated by the 
Cambria Iron Company in 1931. 

xxxvii.Duman Lake Park is the only county-owned recreation park in Cambria County. It 
contains 71 acres for picnics and camping. It’s open every year from May 15 to 
September 15. 

xxxviii.Cambria County is named for the nation of Wales, which in Latin is known as 
“Cambria”. 

xxxix.Laurel Ridge State Park surrounds a 70-mile hiking trail that begins in Cambria County 
and ends at Ohiopyle State Park in Fayette County. 

  
xl. Wayne Franzen was a lion tamer who was mauled by a tiger during a show at 

Carrolltown Legion Park. 

xli. St. Joseph’s Mission Church, near Carrolltown, is the oldest existing church in the 
Diocese of Altoona-Johnstown. 

xlii. July 1940, a mine explosion in Portage killed 63 workers. 

xliii. The Ghost Town trail totals 46 miles in length, including a 32-mile stretch from 
Ebensburg to Blairsville, Indiana County. 

xliv. October 1924 a train carrying $33,000 for coal mine workers was robbed near Belsano. 
One of the guards was killed.  Two men were convicted of murder and robbery but the 
money was never found. 

xlv. Prince Gallitzin State Park is home to Glendale Lake. The 1,635 acre lake is man-made.   

xlvi. Westmont was founded by the Cambria Iron Company after the 1889 Johnstown Flood. 
The company bought the hilltop to provide a safer place for their top personnel to live. 

xlvii. Jackson Township was founded in 1828 and named for Andrew Jackson who was 
elected to the presidency that year. 

xlviii.Vinco was first named Wallopsburg, then Fairview.  Legend has it a group of men 
renamed the town of Vinco after a popular brand of tobacco.


