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1.      Leap-The-Dips at Lakemont Park in Altoona is the world's oldest operating roller coaster 
and North America's last surviving side friction roller coaster.
 
2.  The Slinky, Pennsylvania's official state toy, is manufactured in Hollidaysburg.
 
3.  During WWII Nazi saboteurs plotted to destroy the Horseshoe Curve in Altoona.
 
4.  In 2004, the popular cable show Ghost Hunters investigated hauntings in Altoona's 
Railroaders Museum and historic Mishler Theatre.
 
5. Andrew Kevin Walker, the writer of the movie “Seven”, was born in Blair County.
 
6.  Built in 1834, The Allegheny Portage Railroad was the first railroad built through the 
Allegheny Mountains. It was also, the  first mountain in the country to have a railroad tunnel.
 
7.  Blair County native, Corporal J. Levi Roush, was awarded a Medal of Honor for charging 
Devil's Den during the Civil War's Battle of Gettysburg.
 
8. Signing on in 1953, Altoona's WFBG-TV, later renamed WTAJ, was one of the strongest 
stations in the entire country, utilizing over 300,000 watts.  The station could be seen as far west 
as Pittsburgh and as far east as State College.
 
9. Boyer’s Candies, famous for the Mallo Cup, opened in downtown Altoona in 1936.
 
10. Reighard’s gas station in Altoona opened in 1909 and is considered the oldest gas station in 
the world.
 
11. In 1925, Altoona was home to the nation’s largest concentration of railroad shops with 
16,500 people employed in several locations.
 
12. Actress Janet Blair (1921-2007) was from Altoona.  Born Martha Janet Lafferty, she took her 
acting surname from Blair County.
 
13. Brad Benson, who won the Super Bowl with the New York Giants in 1986, attended Altoona 
Area High School and played at Penn State.
 
14. The historic Roaring Spring is a conduit for one of nature’s best and most abundant spring 
waters.
 
15. Bell House Mansion, built in 1822, is believed to be the first brick building to be constructed 
in Blair County.  Today it serves as a senior center.
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16. Daniel Hale Williams, an African-American surgeon from Hollidaysburg, performed the first 
successful heart surgery in 1893.
 
17.  Roaring Spring’s first paper mill was built in 1866 and continues to produce paper today.
 
18.  Several scenes from the Denzel Washington movie “Unstoppable” were filmed in Tyrone.
 
19. Delgrosso’s Park was originally known as Bland’s Park. It was named after the family farm 
where the park is now located.
 
20. 16-year-old James Pike Gardner founded Gardner’s Candies in 1897. He had a cart and 
horse and sold popcorn and candies at fairs.
 
21. The Knickerbocker row homes, located in Altoona, were added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2002 for architectural influences.
 
22. Actress and gossip columnist Hedda Hopper (1885-1966) was born in Hollidaysburg.
 
23. The Blue Knob Ski Area was created in 1962 from a U.S. Air Force Radar Station, which 
closed in 1961.
 
24.  Williamsburg is the oldest borough within Blair County and was once home to the Blair 
County Children’s Home.
 
25.  Tyrone was at one time called “The Hub of the Highways”. Years ago, four railroads and 
three main highways converged there.
 
26.  Tyrone has a rich football history, and in 1940 the high school team played to a tie in the 
State Championship Game.
 
27. In the 1920’s the Altoona Speedway was one of the world’s fastest board race track. It is 
now the site of the New Pig Corporation in Tipton.
 
28.  Tyrone was first inhabited 8,000 years ago. Evidence of camps from nomadic ancestors 
has been discovered all along the I-99 corridor.
 
29. The borough of Newry is named after the town of Newry in Northern Ireland.
 
30. Have you ever sat in the Chief’s seat on Chimney Rocks? Legend has it a Native American 
Chief used that spot to watch over his tribe.
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31. The Logan House in Altoona was a strategic meeting place for Union leaders during the Civil 
War. It is now the site of the Altoona Post Office.
 
32. The Pittsburgh Steelers held an intrasquad scrimmage at Altoona’s Mansion Park in 1992.
 
33. Altoona native, Doug West was drafted by the NBA’s Minnesota Timberwolves in 1989. He 
was the last of the original roster players to remain on the team.
 
34. Altoona native, Paul Donnelly was a senior NASA manager during the Apollo moon landing 
program.
 
35. During the Civil War, the demand for locomotives to transport troops and supplies caused 
Altoona’s population to more than triple.
 
36. In 2011, Altoona sold the naming rights to the town, renaming itself Pom Wonderful Presents 
the Greatest Movie Ever Sold, PA.
 
37. Bellwood’s Opera House was located on the second floor above the present post office.
 
38.  Electric street lights first appeared in Bellwood on July 16, 1892.
 
39.  The first electric car arrived in Bellwood on July 2, 1894.
 
40.  The Antique Carousel at Delgrosso’s Park is one of less than 70 remaining in the United 
States.
 
41. Ritchey’s Dairy in Martinsburg started using cardboard milk containers in 1962. The tops 
were stapled shut.
 
42.  Oak Spring Winery has the largest wine tasting room in all of Pennsylvania and produces 
about 6,500 cases of wine a year.
 
43.  Boyer Candies was founded by two brothers. The business began in their mother’s kitchen 
in order to supplement the family income during the great depression.
 
44.  Marianna Pulcino immigrated to Altoona in 1911 and opened Mom’s Café. Her pasta sauce 
recipe became famous after her daughter married Ferdinand DelGrosso.
 
45. Altoona had its first movie theater in 1905.
 
46.  George Burns came to Altoona as a vaudeville entertainer. He was needed as a last minute 
substitute for a performance at the Orpheum Theatre.
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47. Staple Bend Tunnel, the first railroad tunnel in the U.S., was completed in 1833.
 
48. Penn State Altoona nearly closed during World War II as men went to war, and women went 
to work.
 
49. Babe Ruth once hit a home run at the Pennsylvania Railroad-owned Cricket Field.
 
50. Work on the Horseshoe Curve began in 1850 and took more than three years. It was done 
only by men with picks, shovels, horses, and drags.
 


